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Cedar River Instream Flow Commission/Adaptive 

Management Work Group Joint Meeting 
Final Minutes 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Seattle District 

4735 East Marginal Way South 

Seattle, WA  

 
 

April 3
rd

, 2013 

 

 

Organizations/Members Present: 

  

 Seattle Public Utilities --  Tom Fox, Rand Little, Karl Burton, Paul Faulds, 

Michele Koehler 

 Seattle City Light – Liz Ablow 

 Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife -- Peggy Miller, Joan Thomas, Aaron 

Bosworth, Kelly Kiyohara 

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service: -- Tim Romanski 

 NOAA Fisheries --Randy McIntosh, Matt Longenbaugh 

 US Army Corps of Engineers -- Lynne Melder, Larry Schick, Ken Brettmann, 

Scott Pozarycki 

 Washington Department of Ecology -- Buck Smith 

 Muckleshoot Indian Tribe -- Holly Coccoli, Eric Warner 

 King County -- Hans Berge, Dan Lantz, Kate Akyuz 

 Public -- Frank Urabek 

 Guests: Chris Konrad (USGS), Andy Gendaszek (USGS), Nick Gayeski (Wild 

Fish Conservancy) 

 

 

I. Call to Order:  Tom called the meeting to order at 9:45 AM.  

 

II. Approval of Agenda: Approved as presented. 

 

III. News and Notes: Randy mentioned that he had talked with his colleague, Peter 

Kiffney, about funding for recolonization studies above Landsburg Dam.  Peter 

told Randy that NOAA funding for the majority of the ongoing studies was 

going to be cut and staff involved in the study are looking for funding sources.  

Randy asked anyone at the meeting that was aware of potential funding sources 

to talk with him to pass on their ideas.  Paul said that he thought the studies 

were important and provided value for salmon recovery efforts in the basin.    
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Buck mentioned that Maia Bellon has been appointed to be the new Director of 

the Dept. of Ecology.  Maia has a long history working on water resources and 

water rights and the staff at DOE are quite pleased by her new assignment. 

 

IV. Real Time Water Management:  

 

Hydrologic Conditions: Chester Morse reservoir elevation was approximately 

1551.0’ on April 1
st
.  SPU has initiated reservoir refill.  The warm weather last 

week caused significant snowmelt.  Snowpack is still above average but below 

levels seen in 2011 and 2012.  Flows in the Cedar River have been well above 

the minimum flow regime and Tom expects the supplemental flows to be 

provided through April 15
th

.  Consumption is slightly above last year but water 

withdrawal from the Cedar is still well below the allowable limit in the 

Muckleshoot agreement.  Assuming current conditions and the provision of 

supplemental water for sockeye outmigration, forecasting models indicate that 

the reservoir should refill to 1563’ by June 1
st
, even with one in twenty dry 

conditions.  Tom mentioned that, although the reservoir will refill, it will likely 

stay full for a much shorter period than what we have experienced in the past 

two years when heavy snowpack melted late. 

 

Lake Washington: Lynne reported that the Lake elevation is currently at 

21.31’.  The Corps expects the lake elevation to reach 21.85’ by mid-May.  

After the majority of spill has occurred, the Corps will bring the elevation up to 

22’ by early June.  Smolt flumes will begin deployment beginning April 15
th

.  

and pit tag readers will be operational by 1
st
 week in May.  Lynne mentioned 

that Highway 520 Bridge Pontoon transport through the locks has gone 

smoothly. 

 

Weather: Larry described this year’s weather pattern as ENSO neutral.  Large 

floods do occur in neutral years but this year flows were moderate and flooding 

did not occur.  However, we do have above normal snowpack in the Cascades 

so there was ample precipitation.  The short term forecast calls for a cooler 

pattern with rain from Thursday to Saturday with 1 to 3 inches in the Cascades 

and ½ to 1 ½” in the lowlands.  Currently, rivers are receding from the recent 

snowmelt but this will change and Larry expects flows to rise slightly with the 

upcoming rain.  On Saturday, the snow level is expected to drop down to 3,500 

feet with cooler weather expected for next week.  The 90 day forecast calls for 

equal probabilities for above or below normal rainfall and normal 

temperatures. 

 

Fish Update: Karl reported that he and WDFW staff had completed 4 redd 

surveys of the Cedar River (below Landsburg) and 4 steelhead redds and 4 

trout redds had been identified.  Some of the redds are vulnerable to 

dewatering under the minimum flow regime but Tom expects to be able to 

protect them given the current water conditions in the watershed.  Because 

these redds were spawned early, they will emerge in the earlier part of the 
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emergence period, making them easier to protect.  Michele reported that 2 

large salmonids had passed through the Landsburg fish ladders and SPU is 

presuming they are steelhead. 

 

V. Presentations: 
 

Chris Konrad gave a presentation that summarized the results of the 1
st
 phase 

of the Cedar River Peak Flow Adaptive Management Study which included 

investigations into redd scour, historic changes to the channel, hydraulic 

modeling and geomorphologic changes during high flows.  Chris also outlined 

the next phase of the study which calls for additional scour sampling, an 

inventory and sampling plan for off channel habitats and a reach-based peak 

flow/geomorphic function study. 

 

Nick Gayeski presented the results from the Cedar River Chinook Salmon 

Otolith Study, which showed that river reared and lake reared Chinook 

juveniles both contribute substantially to the adult spawning population of 

Chinook salmon in the Cedar River. 

 

Paul Faulds gave a presentation that described the current hatchery and 

compared it to the historic hatchery.  Paul reported on the results from the new 

hatchery facility since its opening in 2011.  Last year, 20 million eggs were 

collected.  Paul mentioned that SPU and WDFW are working to improve 

trapping efficiency down at the weir and spring water volumes to the hatchery 

which, combined with good Cedar River sockeye escapement, will hopefully 

allow the new hatchery to reach its maximum production capacity of 34 

million fry.    

 

VI. May 1
st
 IFC Meeting: 

 

1) Decision regarding Nisqually River tour 

2) Final details for June Locks tour and meeting 

3) Next steps for Peak Flow Adaptive Management Study Phase 2 

 

VII. Meeting adjourned at 12:35 PM  

 

 


